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Abstract 

This qualitative research study aims to analyze subject-verb agreement errors made by non-native English-speaking ESL students in their 
writing. The researcher assigned a task to the students to write a 200-sentence paragraph on the importance of education, and their writing 
samples were analyzed using a surface taxonomy approach. The study used purposive sampling to select 10 students from a public 
university in Lahore. The results showed that omission errors were the most common type of error, followed by misformation, addition, 
and misordering errors. This study provides insights into the challenges that ESL students face in mastering subject-verb agreement in their 
writing. These findings have implications for ESL teachers in designing effective language instruction that can help students improve their 
writing skills and avoid common subject-verb agreement errors. 
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1. Introduction 

English has become an incredibly important language in today's world. It is the most widely spoken language in the world and has become 

the common language of international communication, trade, and diplomacy. In addition to being the language of instruction in many 
universities and schools around the world, English is also the language of international business and commerce. Knowledge of English can 
enhance career prospects and facilitate communication with clients and colleagues around the world. Furthermore, English is widely used 
in the field of technology, including computer programming and software development (Akram et al., 2021; Akramet al., 2022). English-
language media, such as films, television shows, and music, have a significant influence on global culture. In short, fluency in English has 
become essential in today's interconnected world, providing individuals with numerous personal and professional benefits (Abdelrady & 
Akram, 2022). 

The importance of grammar in English writing and speaking cannot be overstated. Grammar is the system of rules that governs the 
structure of language, including the way words are used, sentences are constructed, and ideas are expressed. Good grammar is essential for 
clarity, coherence, and professionalism in both written and spoken communication (Hans & Hans, 2017). 

In written communication, grammar plays a vital role in ensuring that messages are conveyed clearly and effectively. It enables writers to 
structure sentences in a way that is easy to read and understand, and to use language that is appropriate for the intended audience (Jayanti, 
2019). Correct grammar also helps to establish credibility and authority, as it demonstrates attention to detail and a level of education and 
expertise. While, in relation to the spoken communication, grammar is equally important. It helps speakers to convey their message 
accurately and with the intended meaning (Pawlak, 2020). Good grammar enables speakers to use appropriate sentence structures, word 
choices, and intonation to effectively communicate their ideas. Proper grammar is particularly important in professional contexts, such as 
job interviews, business meetings, and presentations, where communication is critical to success. 

In addition to its practical benefits, grammar also has social and cultural significance. It is a fundamental aspect of English language and is 
an important part of English identity and culture. Knowledge of English grammar enables individuals to communicate effectively with 
people from different cultures and backgrounds, as well as to appreciate and understand the nuances of the language (Pawlak & Csizér, 
2022). In sum, the importance of grammar in English writing and speaking cannot be overstated. Good grammar is essential for clarity, 
coherence, and professionalism, and it plays a crucial role in establishing credibility and authority in both written and spoken 
communication. It is also an important aspect of English language and culture, enabling individuals to communicate effectively with 
people from different backgrounds and to appreciate the richness and complexity of the language. When learning a new language, it is 
important for learners to have a strong grasp of the grammatical structures necessary to complete language tasks. This means not only 
understanding the rules of grammar but also being able to apply them in real-life situations, such as using subject-verb agreement correctly 

in a sentence. According to Stapa and Izahar (2010), mastering grammatical structures is a crucial component of language learning, as it 
allows learners to communicate effectively and accurately. For example, if a learner is unable to use subject-verb agreement correctly, their 
meaning may be unclear or even incorrect, leading to misunderstandings or confusion. 

Subject-verb agreement is a crucial component of English grammar and plays a significant role in facilitating understanding (Jäger et al., 
2020). In simple terms, subject-verb agreement refers to the agreement between the subject and the verb in a sentence. When the subject is 
singular, the verb must be singular, and when the subject is plural, the verb must be plural. 

The role of subject-verb agreement in English understanding is twofold. Firstly, subject-verb agreement ensures that sentences are 
grammatically correct, which is essential for clear communication. When subjects and verbs do not agree, it can result in confusion and 
ambiguity, making it difficult for the reader or listener to understand the intended meaning. 

Secondly, subject-verb agreement helps to convey the intended meaning of the sentence. By using the correct verb form, writers and 
speakers can accurately convey whether the subject is performing the action or whether it is the recipient of the action (Bozorgian & 
Azadmanesh, 2015). For example, consider the sentence "The dog chases the cat." Here, the subject "dog" is performing the action of 
"chasing" the object "cat." If we change the verb to "chase," as in "The dog chase the cat," the sentence becomes grammatically incorrect 
and the meaning is unclear. 
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In addition to these benefits, subject-verb agreement also plays an important role in developing effective communication skills in English. 
By understanding and applying the rules of subject-verb agreement, individuals can enhance their writing and speaking skills, making them 

more confident and competent communicators (Kurniawan & Seprizanna, 2016). 

At the same time, English has a wide range of rules and exceptions that can be difficult for non-native speakers to grasp. Additionally, 
subject-verb agreement rules can be particularly tricky, as they require an understanding of verb tenses, auxiliary verbs, and the 
grammatical number of nouns. Another factor that contributes to the difficulty of subject-verb agreement for English as a secondary 
language (ESL) students is the influence of their native language. Many languages have different rules for verb agreement and may not use 
auxiliary verbs in the same way that English does. This can lead to errors in the application of subject-verb agreement rules, particularly 
when students try to transfer the rules of their native language to English. For example, unlike English, Urdu does not use the same 
allomorph for nouns and verbs, which means that learners must memorize different patterns for different parts of speech. This can be 
particularly challenging for those who are used to languages with more consistent rules for word formation. 

Furthermore, ESL students may not receive sufficient instruction on subject-verb agreement in their language classes. Many teachers may 
not emphasize the importance of this aspect of English grammar, or may not have the resources and training to effectively teach it. Nawaz 
(2020) et al. have suggested that invariably the wrong placement of lexical stress in English words in Pakistan by Urdu speakers who have 
Urdu as L1 because they either place the stress on the syllable preceding the actual syllable or following it. Finally, it is suggested to follow 
the native speaker’s tone as a final remedy So, the lack of instruction and practice can lead to a poor understanding of pronunciation and 
subject-verb agreement and subsequent errors in written and spoken English. 

As language teachers, it is essential to have a strong understanding of subject-verb agreement rules in order to teach them effectively to 
students. By prioritizing the mastery of grammatical structures and being responsive to their students' needs, language teachers can help 
their learners achieve success in language acquisition and beyond. Subject-verb agreement refers to the proper matching of a subject with its 
corresponding verb form, taking into account factors such as tense, number, and person. When subject-verb agreement errors occur, the 
meaning of the sentence may be unclear or even confusing. 

To teach subject-verb agreement effectively, teachers must first understand the rules themselves. This includes knowing when to use 
singular or plural verb forms depending on the number of the subject, as well as understanding how to properly match the verb form to the 
tense of the sentence. Teachers should also be aware of common errors that students may make when attempting to use subject-verb 
agreement. For example, students may mistakenly use a plural verb form when the subject is singular, or vice versa. Teachers should be 
prepared to correct these errors and provide feedback to help students improve their language skills. 

One effective way for teachers to teach subject-verb agreement is through explicit instruction, which involves breaking down the rules and 
providing clear examples to illustrate them. Teachers can also provide practice activities that allow students to apply their knowledge of 
subject-verb agreement in context, such as completing sentence stems or rewriting sentences with correct subject-verb agreement. In 
addition to teaching subject-verb agreement explicitly, teachers should also incorporate opportunities for students to use the structure in 
authentic communicative activities. This can include group discussions, debates, and role-plays, which allow students to practice using 
subject-verb agreement in meaningful and relevant ways. 

Overall, teachers play a critical role in helping students master the rules of subject-verb agreement. By understanding the rules, themselves 
and providing clear instruction and feedback, teachers can support their students in achieving success in language acquisition and beyond. 
To address this issue, this study aims to assess the effectiveness of teaching strategies for subject-verb agreement among ESL learners at 
university level in Pakistan. Specifically, the researcher aims to analyze the struggling areas of ESL learners in terms of subject-verb 
agreement, their causes, and what good strategies to be used in elevating the teaching-learning process.  

2. Theoretical framework  

Verb agreement errors are a common challenge faced by language learners, particularly those who are non-native speakers of English. 
These errors occur when there is a mismatch between the subject and the verb in a sentence, often resulting in grammatically incorrect 
constructions. 

Sompong (2014) identified four types of verb agreement errors in the surface taxonomy approach, which include omission, addition, 
misformation, and misordering (see figure 1). Omission errors occur when a subject or verb is left out of a sentence, leaving it incomplete or 
fragmented. For example, "He going to school" is an incomplete sentence due to the missing auxiliary verb "is" before "going". Addition 
errors, on the other hand, occur when an extra word is added to a sentence, causing it to become ungrammatical. For instance, "He is goes 
to school" is an example of an addition error because "is" and "goes" cannot both appear in the same verb phrase. 

Misformation errors occur when the verb form used in a sentence does not match the subject or tense. For example, "The team were 
playing well" is a misformation error because the plural subject "team" requires the plural verb form "were", not the singular "was". 
Misordering errors occur when the subject and verb in a sentence are in the wrong order, resulting in a sentence that is difficult to 
understand or nonsensical. For instance, "To the park he walks" is a misordering error because the subject and verb are reversed (Fauziati, 
2009). 

Being aware of these types of verb agreement errors is essential for language learners who wish to improve their grammatical accuracy in 
English. By understanding the different types of errors that can occur, learners can develop strategies to identify and correct them. 
Additionally, language teachers need to be aware of these errors and provide targeted instruction and feedback to help learners improve 

their language proficiency. By addressing these errors, learners can develop a strong foundation in English grammar, which is crucial for 
effective communication in both spoken and written forms. 
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Figure 1. Surface Taxonomy Approach 

3. Methodology 

In this qualitative research design, the researcher aimed to analyze the subject-verb agreement errors made by ESL students in their writing. 
To achieve this, the researcher assigned a task to the students in which they were required to write a 200-sentence paragraph on the 
importance of education. The students' writing samples were then analyzed using a surface taxonomy approach to identify the subject-verb 
agreement errors made by the students. 

Surface taxonomy is an approach used to classify errors in a way that focuses on the surface-level features of the language, such as 
grammar and syntax (Sompong, 2014). This approach is particularly useful in identifying errors related to subject-verb agreement, which is 
a common area of difficulty for ESL students. By using this approach, the researcher was able to identify and analyze the specific types of 
subject-verb agreement errors made by the students in their writing (see table 1). 

3.1 Sampling and Study Participants 

Purposive sampling is a non-probability sampling technique that involves selecting participants based on specific characteristics or criteria 
that are relevant to the research question. In the case of this study, the researcher chose to use purposive sampling to select 10 students from 
a public university in Lahore who were non-native English speakers and studying English as a foreign language. Using purposive sampling 
allowed the researcher to select participants who were likely to exhibit subject-verb agreement errors, which was the focus of the study. By 
selecting participants in this way, the researcher was able to gather data that was relevant to the research question and provided insight into 
the challenges that non-native English speakers face when learning subject-verb agreement 

Table 1. An examination of the students' errors of subject and verb agreement 

Occurrence Types of errors Correct forms 

Student 1     

1.      Education is the 

foundation of progress any 
society. 

Omission progress in any society… 

2.      It is an essential tool in 
economic growth and 
development. 

Misformation for… 

3.      It play a vital role in 
shaping the careers of 
individuals. 

Omission plays… 

Student 2     

1.      Education help individuals 

to gain knowledge. Omission helps… 

2.      It support in developing 
critical thinking skills. 

Omission supports… 

3.      It has the main source of 

making innovative inventions. Misformation It is the main source.. 

4.      It also foster creativity 
among individuals. 

Omission fosters… 

Student 3     

1.      The most important 
benefit of education is that, it 

provides necessary knowledge 
to individuals. 

Omission provides… 

2.      It provide opportunities to 
pursue their goals. 

Omission provides… 

3.      Investing in education are 
not difficult. Misformation is not difficult…. 

Student 4     

1. It allow people to gain 
professional growth and 
advancement. 

Omission allows… 
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2.      It also help people to build 

self-confidence, which can lead 
to greater success. 

Omission also helps people.. 

3.      For economic growth 

Education is also essential. 
misordering 

Education is also essential for 
economic growth 

Student 5     

1. This fact are recognized by 
people all around the world. Misformation is recognized by… 

2.      Almost everything come 
from education. 

Omission comes.. 

3.      Knowledge and wisdom 
can only are attained via 
education. 

Misformation only be attained… 

Student 6     

1.      A person who doesn't goes 
to school misses out on a lot of 
chances of learning. 

Misformation doesn't go… 

2.      Reading and writing are 

two skills that are can be 
gained through formal 

education. 

Addition that can be gained… 

Student 7     

1. He will have everything he 

need in this world. 
Omission he needs in this.. 

2.      A child's early years are 

critical years to begin in their 
educational journey. 

Addition to begin their… 

3.      An individual's health 

greatly depend on their level of 

education. 

Omission greatly depends on.. 

Student 8     

1. An educated know how to 
get out of tough situations. Omission educated knows how… 

2.      Many people adore and 

respect those with higher levels 
of education. 

Addition Many… 

3.      With the help of 

education, people has invented 
several medicines. 

Misformation have…. 

Student 9     

1. Our personalities and 

characters are the shaped by 

our education. 

Addition are shaped by… 

2.      The schooling of children 

is very important that’s why 

should not be ignored. 
Omission that’s why it should not… 

Student 10     

1. Everyone have the same 

right to receive an education. Misformation everyone has the…. 

2.      Without proper education, 

there are no way to achieve 

anything. 

Misformation there is no way….. 

3.      For this reason, it is 

important to youngsters to 
prioritize their academic 
activities. 

Misformation important for youngsters.. 

Table 2. Summary of student subject-verb agreement problems 

  Misformation Omission Addition Misordering 

Student 1 1 2     

Student 2 1 3     

Student 3 1 2     

Student 4   2   1 

Student 5 2 1     

Student 6 1   1   

Student 7   2 1   

Student 8 1 1 1   

Student 9   1 1   

Student 10 3       

Total 10 14 4 1 

4. Discussion 

Based on the findings of the study, the most common subject-verb agreement errors made by the students were categorized in Omission 
errors (see table 2). This means that the students omitted or left out certain words or parts of the sentence that are necessary for proper 
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subject-verb agreement. This finding is consistent with the findings of Yusuf et al. (2021), who found that omission errors were the most 
common type of error made by students, accounting for 61.04% of all errors made. To address this issue, teachers should focus on teaching 

the proper use of articles and prepositions, and provide opportunities for students to practice using them in context. 

Misformation errors are caused by a lack of understanding of the rules governing the use of verbs and their different forms. ESL learners 
may struggle with the complex grammar rules in English, leading to errors in the use of helping verbs and the formation of verb tenses. 
Suraprajit (2021) conducted a study on subject-verb agreement errors among Thai undergraduate students and found that Misformation 
was the second most common type of error made by the students, accounting for 21.5% of all errors made. The study also revealed that the 
most common Misformation error was the incorrect use of the present participle form of the verb, which resulted in a disagreement 
between the subject and verb in the sentence. This finding is consistent with the results of the present study, which found that Misformation 
was the second most common category of errors. Therefore, it is essential for language teachers to provide explicit instruction on the proper 
use of verbs and their different forms to help students avoid Misformation errors in their writing. 

Addition errors were the third most frequent type of error, which resulted from adding extra words or using the wrong articles or 
prepositions in a sentence. The study of Nurjanah (2017) also demonstrated addition category at third. Addition errors are common among 
ESL learners due to several reasons. One of the reasons is the influence of their native language. For example, in some languages, the use 
of articles is not required, and this can lead to confusion when learning English. Additionally, some students may not be aware of the rules 
governing the use of articles and prepositions, and may use them incorrectly or omit them altogether. 

Another reason for addition errors is a lack of understanding of the context in which the sentence is used. Students may not be familiar 
with the correct prepositions or articles to use in specific situations, and may make mistakes as a result. This highlights the importance of 
providing students with ample opportunities to practice using articles and prepositions in context, so they can gain a better understanding 
of their proper usage. 

Moreover, the study of Sari (2022) suggests that lack of exposure to the English language can also contribute to addition errors. ESL 
learners may not have enough exposure to the language outside of the classroom, and this can hinder their ability to develop a strong grasp 
of English grammar and syntax. 

In particular, the study found that the students struggled with using proper verbal sentences in the present tense, which is a common error 
in the Omission category. For example, students may have left out the "s" at the end of a verb to indicate a singular subject, or they may 
have forgotten to use the correct helping verb to form a question or negative statement. In the Misformation category, errors were often 
caused by using the wrong form of a verb or using the wrong helping word, such as "has" instead of "have", "to" instead of "for", and "are" 
instead of "is." 

In conclusion, understanding the different types of subject-verb agreement errors is crucial for language teachers to identify and correct their 
students' mistakes effectively. By focusing on the most common errors, such as Omission and Misformation, teachers can provide targeted 
instruction and practice to help students improve their grammar skills and ultimately communicate more clearly and effectively in English. 

5. Recommendations 

Based on the findings that the most frequent subject-verb agreement errors made by the students are in the Omission category, it is 
recommended that language teachers focus on providing explicit instruction and practice exercises related to the use of verbs in present 
tense. This could include activities such as filling in the blanks with the correct form of the verb, identifying the subject and verb in 
sentences, and creating sentences using proper verb agreement. In addition, it is important for teachers to provide feedback to students on 
their written and spoken language production, specifically targeting subject-verb agreement errors. This can be done through error 

correction activities or individualized feedback on written assignments. It is also recommended that teachers incorporate authentic 
language use in the classroom, such as using English in context through reading and listening activities. 

For Misformation errors, teachers should emphasize the proper use of helping verbs, and provide examples and practice exercises to help 
students understand when to use them correctly. This could include activities such as identifying the appropriate helping verb to use in 
different tenses, constructing sentences with modal verbs to express different levels of certainty or ability, and using linking verbs to show a 
connection between the subject and complement. 

To address Addition errors, language teachers should focus on explicitly teaching the rules of article and preposition usage in English, and 
providing examples of correct usage in context. Teachers can also provide opportunities for students to practice using articles and 
prepositions in a variety of contexts, such as in writing assignments or role-playing activities. In addition, teachers can also provide 
feedback on students' written work and oral presentations, highlighting any errors related to article or preposition usage and providing 
corrective feedback. This can help students to become more aware of their errors and learn how to use articles and prepositions correctly in 
their future writing and speaking. 

It is also important for teachers to be aware of common errors related to article and preposition usage in their students' first language, and 
to address these issues in their instruction. By doing so, teachers can help students to overcome the challenges of transferring language skills 
between different languages and improve their overall English proficiency. 

In addition, teachers should provide ongoing feedback and correction to students when they make subject-verb agreement errors, and 
encourage them to practice using the correct forms in both spoken and written communication. It is also important for teachers to create a 
supportive and positive learning environment, where students feel comfortable asking questions and making mistakes in their language 
acquisition journey. Overall, it is important for both language teachers and learners to understand the significance of subject-verb 
agreement in effective communication in English. By focusing on explicit instruction, targeted feedback, and authentic language use, 
learners can improve their mastery of subject-verb agreement and enhance their overall English language proficiency. 
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